
 You‟ll notice the name of 

my column is mewsings...a play on 

my initials (MEW) and the whimsi-

cal notions or musings of your rec-

tor. There you have it.  

 Welcome to St. Michael‟s 

new and long overdue newsletter. 

We‟ve tried to manage with news 

and communiqués in the Sunday 

morning bulletin on the page called 

“The Messenger”, a reference to the 

biblical translation of angels as 

messengers of God.  

 You will notice, also,  that 

the name  of the newsletter has been 

changed. An Internet search for 

newsletter titles revealed that there 

are quite a few St. Michael's newslet-

ters with the name "The Herald", as 

in Chas. Wesley‟s Christmas carol, 

“Hark! the herald angels sing”. In a 

discussion about that possibility, 

someone said, “Why not just 

'Hark!'?”  

 Why not indeed. Hark is not 

a noun, so it sounds unusual, which 

is probably why I like it. Hark is an 

imperative, a command to listen. In 

modern parlance, it could be trans-

lated, “Hey ya'll. Listen up.” Or, in 

street lingo, “Yo!” The angels said it 

to proclaim glad tidings of great joy. 

I hope that you will find glad tidings 

here, and evidence of the ways in 

which St. Michael & All Angels in 

Millbrook is living out our great joy. 

 As it turns out, the bulletin 

hasn‟t proven to be a very effective 

vehicle for communicating all that 

we are and do to the whole parish. 

How often have you discovered that 

you were serving as an usher or lector 

when you showed up at church? Of 

course, most of you go graciously 

with the flow, but it‟s just plumb rude 

of me to expect that of you. 

 Happily, Charlotte Barber 

has offered to resume the role she 

had a few years ago as our newslet-

ter Editor. With her help, we‟ll at-

tempt to make this newsletter reflect 

the people and the ministries of St. 

Michael‟s; to be a resource for how, 

when, where, and why we do what 

we do; to be a creative outlet for 

faith and fellowship.   

 In addition to my column 

and schedules of events and partici-

pants, we hope to have regular items 

from many of you: items of notice 

or novelty, of recruitment or an-

nouncement, of poetry or polemic, 

of gratitudes or platitudes, explana-

tions and invitations.  

 Please note that Charlotte 

and I will reserve the right to edit 

for reason of space or discretion, 

though edited versions will be done 

in consultation with the author. I 

tend to prefer art to clip art, and 

utilize the Book of Common 

Prayer‟s standard for not capitaliz-

ing “divine pronouns.”  

 Articles and notices should 

be submitted by the 12th day of the 

month prior to publication. Bless-

ings, 

Mark+ 
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Ushers:  Debby and Nick Thomas 

Fellowship:  Moira Costello, Carolyn Suiter and   
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Our Very Own Missionary 

 to the Sudan 

—by The Rev. Mark Waldo, Jr. 

 

 Please keep Lauren and our Sudani broth-

ers and sisters in your prayers. It is a particularly 

dangerous time with the 

President Bashir‟s re-

cent indictment by the 

World Court for war 

crimes. He may very well take out his frustrations 

on Westerners. Pray for her safety and for her 

work training clergy, her water engineering for the 

villagers, and for her mission to get all the world 

to notice. 

2006, she realized that everything that she had 

ever done was to prepare her for this work.  

Pray for her safety . . .  

 Back in late July for her second visit as a 

guest preacher, the Rev. Lauren Stanley exhorted 

us to be a people grounded in gratitude, not 

unlike her brothers and sisters in her newly 

adopted community the Episcopal Diocese of 

Renk in the Sudan. She sang, “Shukran, shukran 

Jesu, fi galbi.” “Thank 

you, thank you, Jesus, 

in my heart.” A song 

of thanks in the midst 

of hardship and dan-

ger and persecution. 

Lauren held up her 

friends there as an inspiration of faith, but also 

asked for our help. “The Church,” she said, 

“needs to be committed to the people of Sudan 

because they have struggled so hard, and have so 

little, and they have stayed faithful regardless.”  

 

 Lauren added that the thing you and I 

can do for the people of Sudan is to remem-

ber that they are fam-

ily. Maybe not by 

blood, but by the wa-

ters of Baptism. And 

in caring for them as 

family, we notice 

their lives and joys and sufferings. In notic-

ing, we feel with them. When we feel with 

them, we can pray as we would for someone 

in our own household. 

 

 Lauren and I have known each other for 

about 18 years, when she came to St. George‟s in 

Arlington, VA as a dubious Roman Catholic, a 

veteran of the Peace Corps, and a professional 

sports editor for a national news wire. Within 

three years, God had shaken her to her soul and 

called her to seminary and the ordained ministry. 

When Lauren first arrived in Renk in April, 

“Shukran, shukran 

Jesu, fi galbi.” “Thank 

you, thank you, Jesus, 

in my heart.”  

. . . you and I can do . . 

. is to remember that 

they are family. 

Who:  Suffraghan Bishop Kee Sloan 

What:  Confirmations of at least 8 people 

When:  Sunday, September 7, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 

Where: St. Michael and All Angels 

Following Service:  Covered Dish Luncheon 

(with the “good china”) 

Glorious Day!  
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Angel Fest 
—by Janet Waldo 

 Angel Fest 2008 will take place on October 

18th this year, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. As 

always, it will feature crafts, great food and local, 

live music! This year‟s “Host of Angels’ Craft 

Fair will feature only hand-made items by local ar-

tisans. We have begun to hear from some very tal-

ented people and are excited by what we will see in 

the booths this year! 

 In addition to outside vendors, St. Michael‟s 

new Craft Guild, led by Marcia Monroe, will also 

have a booth where they will sell the variety of hand- 

made crafts they have been working on all year. In 

that booth will be crafts created by the women‟s 

guild, but also items such as hand-made bird houses 

by Earle Monroe, hand-made wooden trays by Law-

rence Wall  and other expertly crafted woodwork by 

Louie Fryer! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

While the Angel Fest effort is led by the ECW, the 

men have always taken an active role in making 

Angel Fest a success. Scott Wall will again lead the 

Boston Butt BBQ - the night before the big event. The 

night of the BBQ at the Millbrook Men‟s Club BBQ Pit 

is a real guys‟ night, chock full of cigars, cold bever-

ages and lots of good smelling BBQ. Many hands are 

required to rub spices, turn meat and stoke the fires, so 

all of St. Michael‟s men are encouraged to join the fun! 

Tickets for the Boston Butts will be available shortly. 

 Returning this year will also be the Silent Auc-

tion with items donated by local businesses, as well as 

with baskets created from items donated by St. Mi-

chael‟s parishioners. Again this year, the ECW will be 

asking you to look in your cupboards for those never, 

or almost never, used items that we all have in our cup-

boards. Those items you can donate for sale at the si-

lent auction, or possibly donate for inclusion into one 

of the silent auction baskets. The baskets for sale will 

have themes such as Coffee, Stationery, Wine, Baby, 

Garden and BBQ. You are encouraged to search your 

cupboards for those items that have been taking up 

valuable space—those gifts you‟ve never opened, that 

tool you never used—and donate it to help make our 

baskets of higher value and more exciting to bid on! 

 Among the usual festival offerings will be the 

Slice of Heaven Bake Sale (led by Elaine Philyaw), 

The Little Angels Carnival (led by Ada Wall) and the 

Holy Smoke Grill (led by Karen Martin). Our Enter-

tainment Committee, Lissa Monroe and Debby Tho-

mas, have some exciting entertainment lined up for 

you, too. Watch your newsletter for announcements 

regarding who will be performing at Angel Fest this 

year! 

   Continued next page . . . . 
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 All of the funds generated from Angel Fest are 

given away to local,  state and international charities. It 

is the ECW‟s goal to give away every dollar raised, and 

they have been able to  make a big difference to a lot of 

people with this annual fundraiser.  

 If you are looking for a way to get involved, 

here are five things YOU can do to help make Angel 

Fest a success: 

 1.  Pray! 

Pray every day for God to bless this event, so the ECW 

can glorify God through giving in 2009. 

 2.  Silent Auction! 

Search your home for items to donate for the silent auc-

tion—little or never used appliances, unopened gifts of 

soaps or lotions, other gift items you‟ve had forever but 

have never, and will never, use. Bring those items to 

the parish hall for storage until Angel Fest. Beginning 

soon, you will see a special storage area in the Parish 

Hall for those items. 

 3.  Donations ! 

Speak to your friends who have businesses and ask 

them to donate items or gift certificates for sale at the 

silent auction. Bring those items or certificates to the 

church office, and be sure to get a thank you letter and 

receipt to take back to them. (These are in the church 

office.) 

 4.  Bake! 

You can also bake a special item for the bake sale. It 

needs only to be made with love and delivered the night 

before or the morning of Angel Fest. We will be look-

ing for both full items, like cakes and pies, as well as 

individual serving items, like small bags of two or three 

cookies. 

 5.  Create! 

Come to the parish hall every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. and 

help the Craft Guild create items for sale. You don‟t 

need any special tools or creative abilities. Show up 

and they will put your hands to work! 

 There are many more exciting announce-

ments to be made regarding Angel Fest, so watch this 

column for new info and other ways YOU can partici-

pate in St. Michael’s Annual Angel Fest! 

 For questions regarding Angel Fest, you may 

contact one of the two co-chairs for Angel Fest 2008: 

Tami Wallace (h) 285-6465  

(e) ptwallace@bellsouth.net; or  

Janet Waldo (h) 318-8737   

(e) janetwaldo@mac.com. 

Angel Fest Recipients 

—by Veta Wall 

 Hi Folks, . . . . Let‟s see . . . . Here is my list-

ing of folks benefiting from Angel Fest: 

 1. WELCOME 

 2. Local Schools: Coosada Elementary 

School, Robinson Springs Elementary School, Mill-

brook Middle School 

 3. Wilmer Hall, located in south Alabama—

our Episcopal „orphanage‟. 

 4. Mental Health America 

 5. Southern Hospice 

 6. Grandview YMCA 

 7. Compassion International . . . . For our 

child in Kenya. 

 8. Scholarships for our parishioners to attend 

Camp McDowell 

 9. Aid to Inmate Mothers 

 10. and probably one or two more of which 

my old brain will not come forth with an answer. But 

this is 90% of our Outreach Projects. 



 

August is the Queen of Summer 

She wears a crown on her golden head... 

Around her shoulders the robe of the harvest 

Of all the gardens tended and fed. 

 

Long she has waited for her chance to rule... 

The lighter months of summer have come and 
gone 

and August alone sits on her throne... 

Holding forth court in a smoldering last stand 

She alone hears the drum of the land! 

 

The prelude to Autumn, she is not ready to play 

August must have just one more day... 

To play with the children in the old swimming 
hole 

or trudging back to school, for stories untold. 

 

Ah... yes, August is memories; simple yet 
grand, 

Our childhood days we recall to all at hand. 

Do you remember..... we when played ball in 
the park most every day? 

Rode our bikes, played marbles and jacks... 

Eating sandwiches which Mom had put in a little 
brown sack? 

 

August is like that "voice" we once heard. 

Hurry up, time is a 'wasting...there are things to 
be done 

No more time for days in the sun... 

We toil, reap and gather the good times and 
the bad, 

As we await with eagerness the future to be 
had. 

 

 

So, for old times sake, let us have one more 
fling 

And sail on to September, as birds on the wing! 

Cheerfully shouting, "Yes, summer is passing us 
by" 

Goodbye to August.....no tears....just goodbye! 

August  
—by Veta Wall 

ATTENTION ALL  

 

The ECW is asking everyone to come 
each Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM 

to the Parish House for a time of  

FUN and FELLOWSHIP. 

In the process, you will have an    
Opportunity to learn and share  

knowledge of a lot of different types 
of crafts. 

The crafts made will be used to help 
make ANGEL FEST more successful by 

raising more money for Outreach,    
so generously given by the ECW   

each year. 

Please contact Marcia Monroe at     
285-7229 or                            

marciajmonroe@msn.com               
for more information 

ECW Crafts Guild 
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      First, a Warm Hello from your Senior Warden!   

      Second, A special request from me of you. I want 

you all to know your Vestry. Please check-out the 

back page of our Sunday Church bulletin under the 

heading ST. MICHAEL‟S VESTRY.  You all should 

be able to visualize the face of each Vestry member as 

you read their name.  If you cannot, please seek out 

those Vestry members and introduce yourself to them.  

These Vestry members along with our Deacon, Bill 

Cunningham, our Rector, Mark Waldo, Jr. and the 

other Lay Ministers are the individuals who do the 

many tasks required for the day-to-day operation of 

our parish. Along with our Lord we are in the best of 

hands.   

     Since our January 2008 Annual Parish Meeting your 

Vestry has been hard at work.  Out of the February 

2008 full-one-day work session retreat at Lake Martin, 

we have developed the following five Commissions:  

Worship, with Marty Martin, Chair, Christian Educa-

tion, with Anne Slaton, Chair, Pastoral Care, with Bill 

Cunningham, Chair, Buildings and Grounds, with Scott 

Wall, Chair, and Executive, with Mark Waldo, Jr., 

Chair. 

     Why these five Commissions? Our continuously 

expanding, warm Christian Family at St. Michael‟s 

needed an organized structure through which we can 

take care of the present, plan for the future, have open 

discussions, document the needs of our parish, and in-

volve you in the course of action.  You will hear and 

see more on these commissions in the next few months.   

     The following results have already been accom-

plished using the commission structure.  I have called 

on you to help out with our Usher duties and Usher 

guidelines were developed and sent to you via e-mail.  

(Thanks)  Our Deacon Bill Cunningham is doing aco-

lyte training.  Anne Slaton and Doug McGinty put 

together our first Adventure Camp Program for our 

children.  Scott Wall has called on members to help in 

the repair of a list of items from a recent Risk Review 

Insurance Report.   

     Lastly, The Future: our Parish Family is continu-

ally growing. This growth will require some transition 

and/or expansion of both our Parish Hall and Church.  

What is the key ingredient to supporting our future 

growth needs?  Faith.  If we give God our time, he 

multiplies it.  If we give God our money and energy, 

he multiplies those too.  It is like planting seeds.  

Farmers know that seeds must be given away, sacri-

ficed by being buried in the ground to do any good.  

If you keep a seed in a sack, it does no good, but if 

you plant it, it multiplies.   

     So, in the coming days as the mission require-

ments of these five commissions are revealed to you, 

give of your time, talent, and resources .  Have Faith, 

and remember God multiples whatever we give 

him.   

Vestry Notes  

—by Marty Martin 

Senior Warden  

 Did you know that we have paid over $7500 

for utilities so far this year? That comes to about $106 

for each family.  Plus salaries, insurance, etc. 

 I particularly like the lights (to read my 

prayer book) and I really like the air conditioning this 

time of year. Why do I mention this you might won-

der? Well, we need everyone‟s support to run the 

church.  

 Please don‟t forget your Tithes and Offerings. 

  

The Treasurerõs Report 

- by Earle Monroe 
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St. Michael and All Angels needs YOU 

Plain and simple, 

No frills , no pay, no adoration,   

but great fringe benefits .... 

 

"I cannot sing"...you proclaim; but we do not 
believe it! 

We hear those good voices as we  

process each Sunday 

 

Join us....just for an hour on  

Wednesdays at 5:15. 

 No special skills required.....no auditions.... 

just the love of singing for the Lord!. 

Pondering the Realities We Face 

In the introduction to his much acclaimed “ A River 

Runs Through It”, the late Norman Maclean (Professor 

and long-time teacher of Literature, University of Chi-

cago), stated: “To me, the constant wonder has been 

how strange reality has been.” 

In 1992, Wallace Stegner (founder of the writing pro-

gram at Stanford) published an anthology of a number 

of his writings, Where the Blue Bird Sings to the Lem-

onade Springs. Stegner‟s review of the Maclean book 

is included. A compelling statement in that review 

(which follows) is worthy of consideration by all of us..            

“A River Runs Through It is a story rooted in actuality, 

in known people and remembered events. But it is a 

long way from a limited realism. It is full of love and 

wonder and loss, it has the same alternations of sun-

shine and shadow that a mountain stream has, and its 

meaning can be heard a long way from its banks. It is 

an invitation to memory and the pondering of our 

lives.” 

Choir Advantages 

1. You never have to worry about what to wear. 

2. You have excellent seats and are assured a      

reserved seat for Christmas and Easter. 

3. From your advantageous seat, you can smile at, 

gawk at, ignore and otherwise enjoy the rest of 

the people in the congregation. 

4. The priest is nearly always looking the other way. 

5. You‟re in a wonderful spot to see new members. 

6. The cost for all these benefits? Just one evening a 

week. 

7. Oh, yes, one more reason to join the choir: 

You‟re a leader in the worship experience. 

The Butcher Paper 
—by Gordon Butcher 

Whimsey 

“What are roses for?” 

Asked the dew. 

A petal fresh and new 

Blushed a smile 

And said, 

“For You!” 

 

-by Elmore Hall 
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     The ECW not only works within the church but 

provides a service to the entire community. 

     You‟ve often heard the saying “small but 

mighty” well, that‟s our ECW.  I don‟t believe 

there‟s a group of women anywhere who work any 

harder to bring unity, love, faith, and hope to a 

church body and to the community than our ECW. 

     Our foster child in Kenya is thriving; the chil-

dren in the community enjoyed our Easter Egg 

Hunt; the WELCOME Center looks forward to our 

donations, including our generous donations to-

ward the “food truck” that helps feed many of the 

needy within our community.  We also provide 

school supplies to numerous children in our city.  

Our Parish Hall is receiving a new look and I think 

you will agree it‟s a great look! 

     We are able to provide all of these services be-

cause of all the hard work that goes into Angel Fest 

each October.  Angel Fest is the “brain child” of 

Brenda Fryer and it gets bigger and better each year 

and as we receive more profits from Angel Fest we 

are able to provide more in financial aide and labors 

of love to our church and Parish Family and to the 

community. 

     Thank you ECW! 

Episcopal Church Women  

òThe Hub of the Parishó 

—by Karen Martin 

President ECW 

September 3  Paula Collins 

September 5  Galen Suiter 

September 8         Anne Marie Wallace 

September 13  Stephanie & Russell Baltzell 

September 14  Jason Harris 

September 15  Amber Stoker 

September 16  Charlotte Barber 

September 19  Betty & Linwood Pritchett 

September 20  Denise & Jeff Thompson 

September 21  Carroll Thorn 

September 22  Danny Berlin 

September 24  Matthew Wallace 

September 25  Marcia Monroe 

   Lucy Morse 

   Joy & Jason Harris 

September 26  Jamie Emerson 

   Larry Johnson 

September 29  Jody Mitchell 

   Nichy Rittner 

 

Please alert us if your special day is not listed. We 

don't want to inadvertently leave out anyone!  

ñThe weak can never forgive. Forgive-

ness is the attribute of the strong.ò  

   ~Mahatma Gandhi  


